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Of SEAL Team 6

Quiet Killings, Blurred Lines and a
New Kind of American Warfare

This article is by Mark Mazzet-
i, Nicholas Kulish, Christopher

e F. Kovaleski, Sean
n Nnylnr and John Ismay.

‘They have plotted deadly mis-
sions from secret bases in the
badlands of Somalia. In Afghani-
stan, they have engaged in com-

ranged from customized carbines
to primeval tom:

Around the world, they have
run spying stations disguised as
commercial boats, posed as civil-
ian employees of front companies

s
tracking those the United States
‘wants to kill or capture.

‘Those operations are part of
the hidden history of the Navy’s
SEAL Team 6, one of the nation’s

That role reflects America’s
new way of war, in which conflict
is distinguished not by battlefield
wins and losses, but by the re-
lentess kiling of suspected il

‘Almost everything about SEAL
‘Team 6, a classified Special Oper-
ations unit, is shrouded in se-
crecy — the Pentagon does not
even pulicly acknowledge that

some of its ex-
ploits nave. omerged in largely
admiring accounts in recent
years. But an examination of
Team 6's evolution, drawn from
dozens of interviews with current

and former team members, other
military officials and reviews of
government documents, reveals’
a far more complex, provocative
al

tale.

‘While fighting grinding wars of
attrition in Afghanistan and Iraq,
Team 6 performed missions else-
where that blurred the traditional
lines between soldier_anc

itude in hunting adversaries.

Team 6 has successfully car-
ried out thousands of dangerous
raids that military leaders credit
with weakening militant net-
‘works, but its activities have also!
spurred  recurring  concerns
about excessive killing and civil-
ian deaths.

Afghan villagers and a British
commander accused SEALS of
indiscriminately killing men in
one hamlet; in 2009, team mem-

dramatic_rescu
why the SEALS killed all his cap-
tors.
hen suspictons ave been
sed about misconduct, outside
oversight has becn limited. Joint
Special Operations Command,
which oversees SEAL Team 6
missions, conducted its own i
quiries into more than a half-
dozen episodes, but seldom re-
ferred them to Navy investiga-
tors. “ISOC investigates JSOC,
and that’s part of the problem,
said one former senior military
officer experienced in special op-
Continued on Page 12

Members of SEAL Team 6 and other units parachuted over the
Indian Ocean for the rescue of Richard Phillips, a ship captain.



http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/07/world/asia/the-secret-history-of-seal-team-6.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/07/world/asia/the-secret-history-of-seal-team-6.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/07/world/asia/the-secret-history-of-seal-team-6.html?_r=0

December 17, 2015

) Tap here to view online

Tittle whille  saw - -step on the guys head maybe 8-10 times, When he would step on the
Buys head, | could see the detainee’s legs move a little. | could also tell ~ ~was putting his full
weight on the detaince’s head when

this detainee

Assadullah, left, one of the Afghans interrogated in May 2012 by Navy SEALS and Afghan police militiamen, and
Abdul Aziz, whose brother died after the questioning — detailed in an investigative report — in Kabul in 2014.

Navy SEALs, a Beating Death
And Claims of a Cover-Up

‘This article is by Nicholas Kulish, Chris-
topher Drew and Matthew Rosenberg.

The three Navy SEALs stomped on the
bound Afghan detainees and dropped
heavy stones on their chests, the wit-
nesses recalled. They stood on the pris-
oners’ heads and poured bottles of water
on some of their faces in what, to a pair of
Army soldiers, appeared to be an impro-
vised form of waterboarding.

‘A few hours earlier, shortly after dawn
on May 31, 2012, a bomb had exploded at
acheckpoint manned by an Afghan Local

Police unit that the SEALs were training,
Angered by the death of one of their com-
rades in the blast, the police militiamen
had rounded up half a dozen or more sus-

s from a market in the village of
Kalach and forced them to a nearby
American outpost. Along the way, they
beat them with rifle butts and car anten-

s.

A United States Army medic standing
‘guard at the base, Specialist David Walk-
er, had expected the men from SEAL
Team 2 to put a stop to the abuse. In-
stead, he said, one of them “jump-kicked

this guy kneeling on the ground” Two
others joined in, Specialist Walker and
several other soldiers recounted, and
along with the Afghan militiamen, they
beat the detainees so badly that by dusk,
one would die.

The four American soldiers working
with the SEALs reported the episode,
‘which has not previously been disclosed.
In a Navy criminal investigation, two
Navy support personnel said they had
witnessed some abuse by the SEALS, as

Continued on Page Al4
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