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The Haitian Crisis:
WITH HAITIAN CRISIS HANGING HEAVY ON OUR MINDS,
BROOKLYN CAMPUS CONTRIBUTES TO RELIEF EFFORT
Fundraisers, Counseling and Special Events Geared Toward Easing Pain and Suffering
The television images
streaming in from the
crushed city of Port au
Prince immediately brought
home the horrors of the
earthquake in Haiti to
members of Long Island
University’s Brooklyn
Campus community.
But it was the heartbreaking phone calls that
demonstrated just how
closely the Campus is
connected to the devastated
Caribbean nation.
Student Bradley Joseph,
president of the Campus’
Haitian Students
The Haitian singing group Voix et Tambours
d’Haiti.
Association, was at home
with his grandmother when she received the heartbreaking call
that two of her sons were among the hundreds of thousands of
people killed in the Jan. 12 catastrophe.
Later, a Brooklyn Campus administrator received a call from a
cousin of pre-med student Daiana Noel, confirming what Ms. Noel’s
friends and teachers had feared — that she had died in the earthquake while visiting her parents who also perished.
“We all could have been in that position,” Mr. Joseph, 19, said,
referring to those killed, as well as those left homeless. “Most of
the Haitians here are one generation away from being on that
island. My hope is that everybody can come together and work
toward the goal of helping Haiti.”
Hundreds of Haitians and Haitian-Americans attend school
on the Brooklyn Campus and Brooklyn is home to the highest
concentration of people of Haitian descent in the United States.
With this deep connection in mind, Provost Gale Stevens Haynes
directed campus leaders to develop initiatives to raise money and
gather supplies to aid in the crisis; to boost awareness of the living
conditions in the poverty-stricken country; and to assist students,
professors and administrators affected by the quake.

“The day after the earthquake a student with family in Haiti
came up to me and hugged me,” Provost Haynes said. “She was
crying and told me she hadn’t heard from them. I knew then that
we had to do something.”
Indeed, something was done.
Students and teachers — through fundraisers, collection drives
and two benefit concerts at the Kumble Theater for the Performing
Arts — raised nearly $10,000
to go toward the crisis relief
effort in Haiti. The donations
were distributed to UNICEF,
Doctors Without Borders,
Evangelique de Bethel (Bethel
Gospel Tabernacle), Partners in
Health, Yele Haiti Foundation
and the American Red Cross.
Within days of the tragedy,
the Student Government
Association (SGA), along
with the Student Council, the
Haitian Club, Helping Hands
and the Political Science Club,
started collecting money and
clothing for Haiti, setting up
collection tables at locations
Jojokuo and Amayo of Antibalas
across the Campus.
performed at the Brooklyn Campus’ benefit
concert for the Haiti earthquake crisis.
Continued on page 3

Randy Weston tickles the keys
at the benefit concert for Haiti
at the Kumble Theater.

Long Island University

Presents the 2009

George Polk
Awards
I N

David Rohde of The New York Times (at left), who received the George Polk Award
for Foreign Reporting, discusses his riveting series, “Held by the Taliban,” with
Chairman of the Board of Trustees Edward Travaglianti; CBS News’ Steve Kroft,
whose “60 Minutes” report, “The Price of Oil” earned the George Polk Award for
National Television Reporting; and University President David J. Steinberg.

J O U R N A L I S M

On April 8th, Long Island University
presented 13 George Polk Awards for 2009
to recipients, including a reporter kidnapped
and held by the Taliban for more than seven
months and journalists who
demanded transparency from the
Federal Reserve Board, changed
the way professional and youth football
leagues deal with head injuries and
exposed a state child-care program
plagued by fraud and deceit. For
the first time in the 61-year
history of the Awards, judges
have honored work that was
produced anonymously. The
panel acknowledged the bravery
of those responsible for videotaping – and then broadcasting
on the Internet – the horrific images of a
young woman dying from a gunshot wound
during a protest in Iran.
Tom Brokaw of NBC News was the
citation reader at the George Polk Awards
Luncheon, which was held at The Roosevelt
Hotel in Manhattan. The annual George Polk
Seminar took place on the preceding evening
at the Kumble Theater for the Performing
Arts and brought several winners together to
discuss their work.

David Rohde in Afghaistan.
Photo: Tomas Munita for The New York Times.

Foreign Reporting: David Rohde – The New York Times
Videography: Anonymous
Career Award: Former editor, Gene Roberts – Philadelphia Inquirer
National Reporting: Mark Pittman, Bob Ivry, Alison Fitzgerald and
Craig Torres – Bloomberg News
State Reporting: Raquel Rutledge – Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Local Reporting: George Pawlaczyk and Beth Hundsdorfer –
Belleville (Ill.) News-Democrat
Sports Reporting: Alan Schwarz – The New York Times
International Television Reporting: Dan Rivers, Kit Swartz,
Kocha Olarn and Theerasak Nitipiched – CNN
National Television Reporting: Correspondent Steve Kroft and
producer Leslie Cockburn – CBS News’ “60 Minutes”
Business Reporting: Kathy Chu – USA Today
Military Reporting: Charlie Reed, Kevin Baron and Leo Shane III –
Stars and Stripes
Magazine Reporting: David Grann – The New Yorker
Environmental Reporting: Abrahm Lustgarten – ProPublica
Winners of the George Polk Awards are picked by a committee of jurors
made up of University faculty members and alumni. For more information,
visit the George Polk Awards Web site at www.liu.edu/polk.
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During the April 8 George Polk Awards Luncheon at The Roosevelt Hotel
in Manhattan, University President David J. Steinberg and Chairman of
the Board of Trustees Edward Travaglianti congratulated USA Today
reporter Kathy Chu for winning the George Polk Award for Business
Reporting. Her “Credit Trap” series documented how banks and credit
unions used steep fees and unscrupulous credit card practices to profit tens
of billions of dollars annually from vulnerable customers.

Gene Roberts,
former editor of
The Philadelphia
Inquirer and The
New York Times
who received the
George Polk Career
Award, delivered
a powerful
acceptance speech
on the troubling
state of American
newspapers.
For the first time in the 61-year history of the Awards, judges honored work that was produced
anonymously. The George Polk Award for Videography recognized the efforts of the people who
recorded the death of Neda Agha-Soltan, 26, at a June protest in Iran and uploaded the images to
the Internet.

The Haitian Crisis

(cont. from cover)

Student Life & Leadership Development, Residence Life & Housing, University Health & Medical Services, International
Students, and the Advantage After School Program also collected contributions.
The two benefit concerts at Kumble Theater — the Jan. 29 “Lyrics from Lockdown”
performance of prison activist, spoken word poet, hip hop artist and author, Bryonn
Bain, and a Feb. 23 extravaganza that featured
dozens of poets and musicians — raised nearly
$2,700 for Haiti relief efforts.
In addition to fundraising efforts, University
Health and Medical Services provided crisis
counseling and support services to students,
faculty members and administrators. And the
Brooklyn Campus’ School of Nursing, School of
Health Professions and Arnold & Marie Schwartz
College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences
collaborated
to send a team of about 15 faculty
above – Jojokuo and Amayo of
members
and
students to Haiti, March 28 to April 9.
Antibalas energized the crowd at the
Kumble Theater in February.
The group was to join “Housing Works,” which
runs three clinic sites in Haiti.
at left – Renowned saxophonist Sam
“We felt compelled to do something to help the
Newsome performs during the Haiti
benefit concert at the Kumlble Theater. people of Haiti gain some semblance of normalcy
and for the country to get back on its feet,” Provost
Haynes said. “Just as we feel compelled to look after those of our students who are so
affected by the tragedy.”
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Academics
STUDENTS HIT THE ROAD FOR LOBBY DAY IN ALBANY
More than 200 Long
Island University, Brooklyn
Campus students attended
Student Lobby Day on Feb. 9
in Albany, N.Y. Students
boarded three charter buses
at 7 a.m. for the three-hour
trip to the Empire State
Legislative Office building,
where they joined an
impassioned rally led by
the Council on Independent Colleges and
Universities.
Many of the Brooklyn
Campus students spoke
directly to the audience,
delivering personal
testimonies on the effects
of proposed financial aid
cuts. Discussing the threat
Brooklyn Campus students gather in Albany, on the steps of the Empire State Legislature Building for Student Lobby Day.
to financial aid, Brooklyn
Campus student Candice Aming said, “TAP and HEOP helped me overcome numerous financial obstacles. They are my
support system. I don’t know what I would do without that assistance.”
Commenting on the importance of Student Lobby Day, HEOP Co-director Diana Voelker noted that “since 1974,
New York’s Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) has helped more than 4 million students gain a college education.”
“If proposals to cut TAP funding are adopted in the 2010-11 state budget, tens of thousands of students will have
their educational futures and dreams jeopardized. It’s important to make sure that our students’ voices are heard,” Ms.
Voelker added.
.

College of Pharmacy Hosts
Faculty Development Program
The Arnold & Marie Schwartz College of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences hosted a faculty and staff development
program in January. The program’s main presenter, Dr. Melissa
Medina, assistant dean for assessment and evaluation at the
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, College of
Pharmacy, spoke on understanding active learning. Other
speakers included Arnold & Marie Schwartz College of
Pharmacy faculty members Dr. Eunice Pyon, who delivered a
presentation on student portfolios, and Dr. Cecil Joseph, who
updated the faculty and staff on the admissions interview
process for the College of Pharmacy.
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Steinberg, who was named Parsons Family University Professor
in Television Production, characterized the course of study as a
one-of-a-kind program designed to prepare students for the rigors
of a career in television. Students in the program will develop a
one-hour television series that will be pitched to network and
cable TV executives.
“What could be more exciting for someone who is just getting
started in the business?” said Steinberg, who has collaborated
with director Mel Brooks and written for such entertainment
giants as Bill Cosby, Gene Wilder, Billy Crystal and Robin
Williams.
Steinberg and faculty members of the Brooklyn Campus Media
Arts Department will teach the classes in the new program,
which will feature guest lecturers from numerous TV series.
Courses include: “TV Series – Writing and Development,”
“The History of Television,” “The Writer’s Table,” “Film-Style
Video Production,” “Intellectual Property and Cutting the Deal”
and “The Internet & New Distribution Technologies.”

“Blazing Saddles” Screen
Writer/Producer Spearheads
Launch of New M.F.A. in
Writing and Producing for
Television
Norman Steinberg

April 2010
Kumble Theater for
marks the five-year
the Performing Arts
anniversary of
Kumble Theater for
the Performing Arts.
Since its dedication
on April 28, 2005,
the Theater has
become the premier
destination for artistic
exploration and
development by students and other emerging artists, while
providing the entire community greater access to an exciting
range of classical and cutting-edge professional performances.
More than 100 artists and performing arts organizations
have been featured at Kumble Theater including 651 Arts;
Creative Outlet Dance Theatre; DanceWave; Community
Works, Inc.; New York Chinese Cultural Center; The Paper
Bag Players; and Urban Bush Women. “Our theater is pleased
to support artists – especially those that are Brooklyn-based –
in presenting quality cultural theatrical events,” said Rodney
Hurley, the Theater’s managing director. “We are happy to
mark this anniversary by featuring a treasured partner, the
Cynthia King Dance Studio.” The popular troupe will
perform “Local/Express,” a fast-paced production featuring
dancers of all ages, which will run April 16 through April 18.
For more information, call the Box Office at 718-488-1624
or visit www.kumbletheater.org.

Brooklyn’s own Norman Steinberg – the legendary screenwriter and producer whose blockbuster hits include “Blazing
Saddles,” “My Favorite Year” and “Wise Guys” — is launching the
Brooklyn Campus’ new master’s program for television writing and
production.
The TV Writers StudioSM is expected to enroll its first group
of 20 to 25 qualified graduate student writers for the Fall 2010
semester. During an intensive two-year program of study, students
will be able to earn the 48-credit M.F.A. in Writing and Producing
for Television.

ADAM Center Studies How
Video Dance Games Can
Improve Health
The ADAM Center has received grant funding from
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to explore ways
digital games can improve health. The study, “Dance
Video Game Training and Falling in Parkinson’s Disease,”
compares the use of the dance video game, Dance Dance
Revolution, to treadmill training and rhythmic stepping
to music. The researchers believe the dance video game
training can help sufferers of Parkinson’s Disease reduce
their risk of falling by increasing their balance, strength,
endurance, motor coordination and visual-motor
integration. Dr. Shaw Bronner and Dr. Adam Noah,
director and technical director of the ADAM Center,
respectively, are leading the research team. “Health video
games offer the possibility of low cost interventions to
improve or maintain both cognitive and physical function
for improved well-being,” said Dr. Bronner. For more
information on the program, visit www.adamcenter.net.

Happy
Anniversary!
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Student Success

Scholarship Luncheon Honors Hundreds of Donors and Students
“I wasn’t performing up to my ability,” said the single mother,
speaking of her first stint at the Brooklyn Campus. “I returned five
years later as a continuing education student, and brought my
grade-point average up enough to enter the business management
program.”
Henry’s G.P.A. was barely a 2.5 when she came back to school,
it’s now just below 3.0. She expects to graduate next year with a
master’s degree in accounting.
“This scholarship is recognition of the hard work that I put in.
Even after taking a break, you can come back to school and succeed,”
she said.
The donor of Henry’s scholarship, Brooklyn Campus
Communications Professor Gail-Ann Reaves, a native of Trinidad,
shared with the audience her family’s story of migrating to the U.S. in
pursuit of a better education for her and her siblings.
“My parents always taught me that you have to give back in
life,” Greaves said. “I wanted to do something to help people have
the same opportunities I did.”
It seemed that at every table at the luncheon there were students
who had overcome great obstacles to gain an education.
A bout with meningitis robbed Stephen Sekyiamah, 26, of his
hearing when he was 9 years old. But the fifth-year pharmacy
student never let being deaf get in the way of pursuing his dreams.
Sekiamah, who expects to graduate from the Arnold & Marie
Schwartz College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences in May 2011,
was raised in Ghana before moving with his family to Brooklyn
when he was 17.
Receiving the Lillian Dube Family/Newcombe Foundation
Endowed Scholarship was a indeed a life-changing even, said
Sekiamah. “It would have been quite difficult to earn my degree
without this scholarship. I would have had to get lots of loans,”
Sekiamah said through a sign-language translator.
Peter Dube, a 1983 graduate of the Arnold & Marie Schwartz
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences who runs his family’s
physician supply company in New York, said he donated the
scholarship Sekiamah received to pay tribute to his aunt, Lillian
Dube, who at 16 died in the 1919 flu epidemic. The scholarship
also recognizes Dube’s uncle Daniel, who at 101 years old, remains
the president of the family business.
Provost Haynes
concluded the event
by thanking the
donors “for making a
difference in our
students’ lives and
helping them on their
path to success through
a quality education.”

From left is Brooklyn Campus Provost Gale Stevens Haynes; scholarship recipient Ayad
Shuaib, a student at the Arnold & Marie Schwartz College of Pharmacy and Health
Sciences; Joel Press, chancellor of the Brooklyn Campus; and scholarship recipient Jose
Muyir, also a pharmacy student.

The Brooklyn Campus hosted its annual Scholarship Luncheon
in March, honoring hundreds of scholarship recipients and donors
inside the Arnold & Marie Schwartz Athletic Center.
“I cherish today’s event because it offers a perfect occasion for
our students – and for us – to personally express our gratitude to
you for your generosity,” Provost Gale Stevens Haynes said,
addressing donors in her opening remarks.
“Equally important, it provides you, our donors, with the ideal
opportunity to meet the students whose lives you have changed
with your scholarships.”
Long Island University President David J. Steinberg also
spoke to the exhuberant audience that gathered in the former
Paramount Theatre. Noting the historic nature of the setting,
Dr. Steinberg acknowledged the event’s significance and said the
Theatre had “never been put to better use.”
Among the scholarship recipients was Jacqueline Tamaklo, an
accounting major at the Brooklyn Campus’ School of Business,
Public Administration and Information Sciences, who received
the Philip Wolitzer Endowed Scholarship.
At 17, she left Ghana with her family and settled in Florida,
where she attended Miami-Dade Community College and earned an
associate’s degree. Tamaklo, now 33, relocated to New York in 2005,
and opened a beauty salon. But when the recession struck,
business plummeted and her home slipped into foreclosure.
Not one to quit, the Far Rockaway, Queens, resident enrolled
in the Brooklyn Campus’ dual degree B.S./M.S. in Accounting
program. “I was determined to complete my education,” Tamaklo
said. “I feel so blessed because this scholarship has taken me to
another level and has boosted my motivation to graduate and to
leave my mark in the world.”
Scholarship recipient Jenica Henry, 29, could not have been
prouder as she listened to the provost, the University’s president
and Brooklyn Campus Chancellor Joel Press. Recipient of the
Desmond R. Greaves Endowed Scholarship, Henry returned to
the classroom in 2008, after a five-year hiatus.

Audrey Yip, the Brooklyn Campus recipient speaker
and Dr. Steinberg at the scholarship event.
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Two Brooklyn Campus
Students Receive
Fulbright Scholarships
Helen H. Park, 33, a video artist and Cynthia L.
Rotella, 27, an English as a Second Language
(ESL) teacher, both master’s degree candidates at
the Brooklyn Campus, received 2009-2010 Fulbright
Scholarships.
A student in the master’s program in New Media
Art and Performance at the Brooklyn Campus,
Park is residing in Seoul, South Korea, embarking
on research exploring the national psyche of Korea
as a divided country, and how narratives of national
identity have manifested through Korea’s traditional
performing and visual arts. The culmination of this
work will include a multimedia installation to bring
back her cultural experience to the United States.
“As a Korean-American new media artist, I have a
very strong personal wish to connect with the
emotional, social and psychological realities of the
Korean experience, and to articulate what I find
through a dynamic multimedia work,” says Park.
Fluent in French, Rotella teaches at a French
high school in Saint Ouen L’Aumone, a town
located in the suburbs of Paris. In 2009, Rotella
received from the Brooklyn Campus an M.S.Ed. in
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages
(TESOL). She has had experience teaching ESL
with underprivileged children in New York City
and has taught in France previously. “My current
experience teaching English in the suburbs of Paris
has shown me how education can be a vehicle for
intercultural understanding and change,” says
Rotella. “France, like the United States, is grappling
with how to meet the educational needs of
increasing populations of socioeconomically and
culturally diverse students.” Her Fulbright project
includes creating afterschool, weekend and summer
programs to help her students become more
integrated into the local community.
The Brooklyn Campus was listed in an October
article in The Chronicle of Higher Education as
one of the “Top U.S. Producers of Fulbright
Students by Type of Institutions, 2009-10.” Park
and Rotella are among the 1,500 U.S. citizens
traveling abroad for the 2009-2010 academic year
through the Fulbright U.S. Student Program.
James P. Clarke, co-director of the University
Honors Program and the Fulbright Program
Adviser for Student Fulbrights at the Campus, says,
“It’s a kind of ambassadorial exchange, with the
students bringing back what they have learned
about other cultures to share with their own
countries.”

New this Summer!
Brooklyn Campus Hosts
Inaugural Summer Camp
This July and August, Long Island University’s Brooklyn
Campus will host its first annual summer camp for kids ages
3-12. With a focus on creativity, academics and athletics,
the 2010 Summer Camp, which is part of the Campus’
Brooklyn Children’s Academy, will include three twoweek sessions starting Monday, July 5. Classes in game
development, robotics, basic science and languages will be
complemented by such creative programs as “Comics for
Kids” and “Project Runway for Kids” as well as athletic
activities, including swimming, soccer, baseball, softball and
basketball. Dance classes will be taught by members of the
American Ballet Theater. A 15% discount is available for
Long Island University employees and students.
For more information on the camp, call Jorge Rosales at
(718) 488-1362 or visit www.childrensacademy.liu.edu.

Provost

Provost Haynes
Honored Twice

For her commitment to opening
doors to students and for helping to
improve the quality of life in the
region, Provost Gale Stevens Haynes
has been honored not once but twice
this past semester. Honors bestowed
Provost Gale Stevens Haynes
upon Provost Haynes included a
Women of Distinction Award from the National Action Network
(NAN) headed by the Rev. Al Sharpton, and inclusion on The Network
Journal’s 2010 list of “25 Influential Black Women in Business,” which
was created to honor women at the forefront of American leadership.
The NAN event, held in October, was attended by Sharpton and by
other notables, such as Gov. Paterson, Mayor Bloomberg and Spike Lee.
An award-winning business magazine, The Network Journal held its
12th annual luncheon and award ceremony in March. It was hosted by
Brenda Blackmon of WWOR/Ch.9. Provost Haynes is featured in the
magazine’s March issue.
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Events
L E T ’ S

C O M M E N C E !

Excitement and trepidation are mounting in equal measure on the Brooklyn
Campus as the joyous ritual of commencement draws near. The Brooklyn Campus
commencement ceremony will take place on Thursday, May 13, 2010, starting at
10:15 a.m. on the Campus Athletic Field. The Arnold & Marie Schwartz College of
Pharmacy and Health Sciences graduation ceremony will follow the day after, on
Friday, March 14, at 1 p.m., also on the Athletic Field.
Addressing the Class of 2010 as valedictorian
for the Brooklyn Campus will be Christie
Wienckowski, a double major in marketing and
management, with a minor in art. Wienckowski is
also a member of the women’s NCAA Division I
lacrosse team. Diligent – and modest - Wienckowski said, “I
am so surprised to be named valedictorian, I’m still letting
the news sink in.”
n
Another outstanding student, nursing major Danielle
tatoria
10 Salu
0
2
Konopka, will be the salutatorian. “I plan to apply the same
s
u
Camp
passion and dedication that earned me this position to my future Brooklyn Konopka.
lle
Danie
career as a nurse, and I look forward to helping others achieve
health and wellness,” she said.
Richard Ravitch, lieutenant governor of New York State will deliver the commencement address and
will be one of four honorary degree recipients, including Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Lynn Nottage,
best-selling author Walter Mosley and former NBA all-star and entrepreneur Bernard King.
The pay-off for the years of hard work and dedication is at hand. Congratulations to all our graduates!
Lacrosse player Christie Wienckowski is the
2010 valedictorian for the Brooklyn Campus.

Students Pack Kumble
Theater to Hear
Pulitizer Prize
Winner Deliver
Paumanok Lecture
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Lynn
Nottage delivered the annual “Starting from
Paumanok” lecture on American literature
and culture on February 24, to a packed house
at Kumble Theater for the Performing Arts.
“It is such a pleasure to present in my
own community,” exclaimed Nottage, a
Brooklyn resident whose spirited “Why
Theater?” lecture touched on the vitality of
the art form, her background and her inspiring
trip to the Democratic Republic of Congo.
The trip to Africa stirred Nottage to write
“Ruined,” for which she won the 2009
Pulitzer Prize. After Nottage’s presentation,
Parsons Family University Professor of Writing
Jessica Hagedorn facilitated a question and
answer period between the guests and
Nottage. Later, Nottage signed books and
greeted guests in the Kumble lobby.

Conference on Legendary
Coach Clair Bee is a
Slam Dunk
Legendary coach Clair F. Bee, whose innovations
on the hard court earned him the nickname “Mr.
Basketball,” was the subject of a day-long conference
this past February at the Brooklyn Campus’ Schwartz
Athletic Center.
“Bee-Ball: The Coaching, Teaching & Sports
Writing Legacy of Clair Bee ” featured Bee’s grandson,
Michael Clair Farley; NBA analyst Charley Rosen;
and Melissa Merson, daughter of Leo Merson of the
1936 Blackbirds squad, as panelists.
“Clair Bee fell in love with the game that
Legendary Long Island University Dr. James Naismith invented, and was inarguably
basketball coach Clair Bee holds
one of the top coaches in college basketball,”
college basketball’s highest lifetime declared anthropology professor Michael Hittman,
winning percentage.
co-chair of the conference.
The inventor of the three-second rule and the 1-3-1 zone defense in the National
Basketball Association, Bee (1896-1983) led the Blackbirds to their greatest successes.
His teams were undefeated in 1935-36 and 1938-39, at one point winning 43 consecutive
games and the National Invitation Tournament twice.
A man of strong principles, Bee stood by his top-ranked Long Island University
team when its members boycotted the 1936 Olympics in Nazi Germany. A prolific
author, he wrote 23 books in the “Chip Hilton” sports fiction series. Bee was inducted
into the Basketball Hall Of Fame in 1968.
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People
& PLACES
Nawel Amrouche (marketing) presented “Is
Umbrella Branding Strategy Always Profitable
for Private Labels?” at the Behavioral Pricing
Conference at Rosen College of Hospitality
Management in Orlando, Fla., in November
2009.  Kathleen Cervasio (nursing) was one
of 40 educators chosen nationally by the U.S.
Department of Education’s Fund for the
Improvement of Education to participate in the
first National Inclusive Education Initiative for
Students with Autism and Related Disabilities.
She also was asked to be a peer reviewer for
The Journal of Pediatric Specialists.  “Safe
and Effective Medication Use in the Emergency
Department,” written by pharmacy professor
Victor Cohen, was published by American
Society of Health-System Pharmacists in 2009.
 Cynthia Maris Dantzic (art) has had yet
another acclaimed book published, “100 New
York Photographers” (Schiffer, 2009). With over
half a dozen books in print, she will soon
complete another volume, “100 New York Calligraphers.” In addition, her 27-page illustrated
article, “The Flowering of Korean Calligraphy,”
appeared in March 2010 in the Society of
Scribes annual book, “Letters from New York 6.”
It includes a multipage flipbook of Dr. Uyoo
Sung Lee writing a poem.  Ruth Daniels
(education) presented a workshop at the
International Visual Literacy Association
Conference sponsored by DePaul University in
Chicago in October 2009. The theme was
“Critically Engaging the 21st Century Learner
in Visual Worlds and Visual Environments.” 
Myrna L. Fischman (accounting, taxation and
law) was honored by Strathmore’s Who’s Who
Worldwide 2009 in recognition of excellence,
dedication and success in education/finance.
 Jonathan Haynes (English) presented his
research on the Nigerian film industry in
Germany and Spain in 2009, and at Tufts
University in February 2010.  Linda Jacobs
(education) presented a paper at the 4th
International Conference of the International
Association for Relational Psychoanalysis and
Psychotherapy. The theme of the Conference,
which took place in Tel Aviv, Israel, was “The
Shadow of Memory: Relational Perspectives of
Remembering and Forgetting.”  Kathleen
Kesson (education) gave a keynote speech at
the 10th Annual Curriculum and Pedagogy
Conference in October 2009, in Decatur,
Georgia, titled, “Listening to the Past, Engaging

the Present, Imagining the Future: Deleuze,
Dewey, Jung, and the Tarot Speak to C & P’s
First Decade.”  Associate Dean Harold L.
Kirschenbaum (pharmacy) was appointed
to the editorial board of the American Journal
of Pharmaceutical Education, the official
journal of the American Association of Colleges
of Pharmacy.  “To Pill or Not to Pill,” by Diana
Klebanow (political science) was published in
the January 2010 issue of USA Today.  In its
November/December 2009 issue, the journal
Maternal Child Nursing published “Should
Nursing Students be Required to Participate in
Actual Births during Their Obstetric Clinical
Experience?” by Amy Ma (nursing).  J. Patrice
McSherry (political science), director of the
Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program,
was selected to receive the 2009 Distinguished
Alumni Award by the political science faculty of
The Graduate School and University Center of
the City University of New York. Also, the
translation of her award-winning book,
“Predatory States: Operation Condor and
Covert War in Latin America,” was published
simultaneously in three South American countries
in 2009 – Argentina, Chile and Uruguay. 
Timothy V. Nguyen (pharmacy) published
“Practical Assessment Tools for Identifying
Kidney Disease for Practicing Pharmacists” in
U.S. Pharmacist Journal’s March 2010 issue.
 Jennifer Rauch (journalism) has been
awarded a Kappa Tau Alpha Chapter Adviser
Research Grant to study how people with different
political orientations define and value alternative
media. Diane Reynolds (nursing) had her
poster on “Parental Attitudes towards HPV
Vaccination in 9-to18-year-old girls” accepted
for presentation by the Eastern Nursing Research
Society.  Sidhartha Ray (pharmacy) spoke at
the International Congress of Cardiology held in
Shanghai, China, in December 2009. His presentation title was “Cardiovascular Biology and
Current Technologies.” Herbert Sherman
(management) co-authored “Professor Moore
Reviews a Case,” which appeared in the Fall 2009
issue of The Case Journal.  In 2009,
Emmanuelle Vast (management information
systems) co-authored “Tech Talk: A Discoursebased Analysis of Tech-Blogging,” in the journal
IEEE Transactions on Professional Communication
 Ge Zhang (finance) presented “Chinese
Block Transactions and the Market Reaction”
at the 2009 China International Conference in
Finance held in Guangzhou, China.
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In
Memoriam
Josephine T. Blumer, secretary of the
Sports Sciences Division, passed away
suddenly on April 6, 2009. She was 45.
A staunch advocate for students, Ms.
Blumer had worked full-time in sports
sciences since 1999. She is survived by
her husband of 27 years, Jeffrey, and
their three children: Peter, who received his undergraduate degree in
history from the C.W. Post Campus in
2005; Christopher; and Julie, a student
at the Brooklyn Campus majoring in
education. A person of seemingly
perpetual good cheer, Josephine Blumer
will be greatly missed by her many
friends in the Campus community.

Sheryl Feinstein, a professor in the
Philosophy Department from the early
1980s until 2002 and in the University
Honors Program during the 1980s,
passed away on December 18, 2008.
Professor Feinstein was an active
participant in the first writing across
the curriculum initiative at the
Campus. She is fondly remembered for
her wide-ranging interests, her creative
approach to teaching, and her love of
a good discussion. In keeping with her
strong sense of social commitment,
she donated her body to science.
Professor Emeritus of Biology Domenic
Firriolo, who died in February 2008,
came to the Campus in 1967 as an
associate professor of science/academic
adviser. An outstanding teacher, his
colleagues and students admired his
wide-ranging intellect, his sensitivity
to the students he guided through the
pre-med program and his collegiality.
Before retiring in 1990, at various
points in his academic career he
served as Biology Department chair,
pre-med adviser and Science Division
director.

In Memoriam
Judith Goldmintz, a long-time member of the Brooklyn Campus community, passed away on November 20, 2009. She was 72.
Judy worked in the Bursar’s Office for more than 20 years, serving the Brooklyn Campus’ staff, faculty and students with
patience and kindness. She also dedicated her time, energy and devotion to Local 153 of the Office & Professional Employees
International Union, serving as a representative and an officer. She is survived by her son Alan, her daughter Jennifer, and her
stepson, Senior Assistant Registrar Anthony Cirincione, and by five grandchildren.
Ray C. Longtin, professor emeritus of English, died in March 2008. He was hired by the Brooklyn Campus in Fall 1958 – when
the University expanded from 250 to 5,000 students as a result of the G.I. Bill of Rights for Veterans following World War II –
and retired in 1981. Dr. Longtin specialized in American literature, and was an outstanding teacher with whom many students
stayed in touch long after they graduated.

Daiana Noel, a 24-year-old Haitian native who was a junior majoring in biology at the Brooklyn Campus, died along with her
mother and father in the catastrophic earthquake in Haiti on January 12. She was visiting with family in Haiti over the winter
2009 recess. A dedicated student, she maintained a 3.73 grade-point average, and dreamed of becoming a physician. Daiana
Noel was a distinguished member of the National Honor Society Alpha Chi and an avid writer who enjoyed traveling, spending
time with family and friends and sharing memories of her childhood in Haiti.
An unforgettable member of the Brooklyn Campus community and a loyal employee who worked for more than 30 years in
Office Services, Carmen Pena died suddenly on July 3, 2009. She was 72. Carmen enrolled at the Campus in 1973 as a student
and received her B.A. degree in sociology before becoming a full-time employee. Anyone who got to know Carmen soon learned
that she had a kind heart. She loved to cook, not only at home, but at work as well, and often served up delicious snacks to her
many friends and colleagues. The Campus “horticulturalist,” she had an abundance of plants and treasured each one. She is
survived by her son, Ralph Pena, and three grandchildren.

Robert Donald Spector, professor emeritus of English and coordinator of the Humanities Division, at the Brooklyn Campus, who
was chairman of the University’s George Polk Awards in Journalism, died on February 25, 2009. He was 86. His association with
the Campus began during his undergraduate days when he earned a B.A. in English magna cum laude from the Brooklyn Campus.
Dr. Spector’s teaching career at the Campus spanned more than six decades. In 1967, he organized a movement to oppose the sale
of the Brooklyn Campus and thanks in large part to his efforts, faculty members and students successfully lobbied against the sale,
preserving the Campus for generations to come. Dr. Spector, who held a Ph.D. in English from Columbia University, was a
renowned author of scholarly books, articles and volumes of poetry. His commitment to his work earned him many awards, including
an honorary doctorate from the Brooklyn Campus in 2004. Robert Spector was an inspiration to students and colleagues.
Dean of Students Bernadette Walker, who began her career at Long Island University’s Brooklyn Campus in 1977 as a financial aid
counselor and earned a master’s degree in education with a specialization in counseling at the Campus, died of cancer on August 5, 2009.
She was 59. Dean Walker developed a profound understanding of the Brooklyn Campus and what it had to offer. This served her
well when she was promoted to dean of students in 1986. She guided students with compassion. Effervescent, passionate, dedicated,
loyal and spiritual, she had an open-door policy and believed strongly in the power of communication. A good listener, she offered
sympathy and tough love. To colleagues, she was supportive and sensitive to the demands of their jobs. To the young men of the
basketball team she was a fixture at all of the games, cheering the Blackbirds on louder than anyone else. The players came to call her
“Moms.” One of her key words of advice to the students was to have decorum; another was to do one good deed every day.
Professor Audrey Wilson, who passed away on September 24, 2008, had a long and distinguished history at Long Island University’s
Brooklyn Campus. She was 74. Professor Wilson received both her B.A. cum laude in 1973 and her M.A. in 1975 from the
Brooklyn Campus, majoring in sociology-anthropology. She started teaching part time in the Sociology-Anthropology Department
in 1975 and continued in the department for 33 years, creating a course in medical anthropology and rising to adjunct full
professor. Professor Wilson did ethnographic fieldwork in East Africa, and worked for 15 years for AFS, an intercultural education
service. She once lived on a kibbutz in Israel and traveled extensively. She is survived by her husband James Byrnes, whom she met
while studying at the Brooklyn Campus, as well as a large family of children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Dr. Arthur G. Zupko, president emeritus of the Arnold & Marie Schwartz College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences (formerly the
Brooklyn College of Pharmacy), died on January 21, 2010, at 93 in North Ft. Myers, Fla., where he had lived for many years.
He served as dean of the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy from 1956-1975, and as president of the College from 1975 until his
retirement in 1979. From 1976 to 1979, he also held the Zupko/Schwartz Endowed Professorship in Pharmacology. Upon his
retirement, Dr. Zupko was appointed president emeritus of the College. He was instrumental in the Brooklyn College of
Pharmacy merger with Long Island University and for the construction of the pharmacy building when the College moved to
Long Island University’s Brooklyn Campus. In 1976, the building was dedicated to him.
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LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY
AT RIVERHEAD

C.W. POST CAMPUS

C.W. Post Launches Long Island’s First
Master’s Degree in Genetic Counseling

New Childhood Education Program Offered
at Riverhead

The C.W. Post Campus of Long Island University in Brookville
is addressing the growing need for genetic counselors who are
skilled in both DNA and mental health counseling by offering a
new Master of Science in Genetic Counseling. The two-year
degree is the first graduate-level genetic counseling program on
Long Island, and only the third in New York State. Classes will
begin next fall. Bhuma Krishnamachari, the former director of
genetic services at Edward Hospital in Naperville, Ill., has been
appointed director of clinical genetics at C.W. Post. Serving as
medical director of the new graduate program will be Joyce E.
Fox, M.D., chief of the Division of Medical Genetics at Schneider
Children's Hospital of the North Shore-LIJ Health System.
“There is no field of medicine that offers as much hope as clinical
genetics,” Krishnamachari said. Students in the program will
participate in clinical training at three major area health
organizations: North Shore-LIJ Health System, Winthrop
University Hospital in Mineola and Good Samaritan Hospital
Medical Center in West Islip. Genetic testing is becoming a
preferred option to help families determine if they are carriers of
a particular disease. A genetic counselor is a vital member of a
health care team who is trained to evaluate a patient’s personal
and family history for inherited medical conditions.

Long Island University’s Riverhead Campus has joined Suffolk
County Community College in offering a Bachelor of Science in
Childhood Education. The program prepares students to become
knowledgeable, caring and inspiring teachers of children in grades
one through six. After completing their freshman and sophomore
years at SCCC, the childhood education majors transfer seamlessly
to Long Island University at Riverhead for their junior and senior
years. The joint mission pairs the quality and value of New York’s
largest community college with the resources of one of the nation’s
largest private universities. The Bachelor of Science program is the
first undergraduate program offered at the University’s Riverhead
location, which also offers four master’s degree programs and two
graduate-level advanced certificates.

WESTCHESTER GRADUATE CAMPUS
Westchester scores at M.B.A. Night
The Westchester Graduate Campus of Long Island University
hosted M.B.A. Night on April 14, and is set to hold an Open
House on May 5 for prospective students in all areas of study.
M.B.A. Night featured a panel discussion with successful alumni
and faculty members who answered questions from prospective
students and shared their own experiences as graduate students.
Prospective students attending the Open House event will have the
opportunity to enjoy refreshments while obtaining information
about the Campus’ graduate programs, the current job market and
scholarship opportunities. The Westchester Campus offers master’s
degrees and advanced certificates in teacher education, business
administration (M.B.A.), school counseling, school psychology,
mental health counseling, marriage and family therapy, library
and information science and school library media.

BRENTWOOD CAMPUS

ROCKLAND GRADUATE CAMPUS

Richard J. Hughbank, a decorated combat veteran and
professor of homeland security who has taken part in the capture
of more than 500 Al Qaeda and Taliban terrorists in Afghanistan,
spoke at the Brentwood Campus about the psychosocial aspects of
homegrown terrorism. In his lecture, “The Dynamics of Terror,”
Hughbank addressed the importance of early identification of
potential terrorists by counselors and educators. Hughbank, whose
latest book, “The Dynamics of Terror and Creation of Homegrown
Terrorists,” will be available this spring, has a master’s degree in
counseling and development from Long Island University’s
satellite program at the United States Military Academy at
West Point. Hughbank is the president of Extreme Terrorism
Consulting, LLC with more than 21 years experience in the
Military Police Corps. He is a combat veteran and has written more
than 40 articles and book chapters on terrorism, security and
other related topics. While deployed in Kandahar, Afghanistan,
during Operation Enduring Freedom, Hughbank was a liaison
between the Army and the CIA, the FBI and Special Operations
Command.

Students at Rockland Graduate Campus
Collect Prom & Quinceanera Gowns for
Disadvantaged Girls
Striving to help make the high school prom dreams of dozens of
girls come true, student members of the counseling honor society
Chi Sigma Iota at Long Island University’s Rockland Graduate
Campus collected prom dresses and accessories, such as handbags
and shoes that are still in good condition, for distribution to those
who cannot afford them.
In addition, Cibelle Salon in Piermont, N.Y., is donating free
hairstyling and makeovers for 12 high school girls. The shop
owner, Agnet Dinger said, “I was impressed by what the Long
Island University students were doing and I wanted to add my
support to their efforts.”
The prom dresses and gowns will be made available to young
Latinas who lack the resources to buy new outfits for their
quinceaneras. The quinceanera marks a young girl’s 15th birthday
and her coming-of-age transition to adulthood.
continued on back page
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Working with the Rockland Salvation Army, the students set up
a dress rack on the Rockland Graduate Campus in Orangeburg to
collect formal dresses. The Salvation Army will distribute the gowns
to those in need.
AAUW Honors Mary Lai,
Long Island University
Officer, in Rockland
County Ceremony
Mary Lai, senior adviser and
treasurer emerita of Long Island
University whose 64-year career has
included the launch of the University’s
Mary Lai
Rockland Graduate Campus, was
honored by the American Association
of University Women during a March
ceremony at the Cultural Arts Center of Rockland Community
College in Suffern, N.Y.
Believed to be the longest-tenured university finance officer in
the country, Lai was feted along with Pulitzer Prize-winning author
Toni Morrison, renowned physician and humanitarian Dr. Martha
MacGuffie and Dominican College Chancellor Sister Kathleen
Sullivan. In all, 24 women were honored at the AAUW’s “Women
Who Made a Difference” event.
Lai was honored for her expert management of resources that
permitted Long Island University to expand its graduate and
professional education in Rockland County. She was instrumental in
the opening of the University’s Rockland Graduate Campus in 1980
in Orangeburg.
For more than six decades, Mrs. Lai has been a major force in the
success of Long Island University. As a scholarship student at Long
Island University, she graduated magna cum laude with a B.S. in
accounting and economics from the University’s flagship Brooklyn
campus in 1942. She was hired by the University in April 1946 as
chief financial officer, a position she held until 2003. Today, she
holds the position of senior adviser and treasurer emerita.
“I love what I do. I love it with a passion,” Lai said. “There’s
nothing better than helping students to earn an education and
seeing the difference it makes in their lives.”

The Brooklyn Campus bolstered its Public Relations
Department in January with two key additions. Longtime
journalist Brian Harmon is the new director of public
relations. Fatima Kafele, who had been the associate
director of communications at the Brooklyn Academy of
Music (BAM), is the Department’s new deputy director
and is also the director of community outreach and arts
promotion.
Brian has written for millions
of readers at a variety of major
daily newspapers and community
publications over the past 18
years. He was an award-winning
investigative reporter at The
Detroit News for five years and,
during his eight years with the
Daily News in New York City, he
worked as a reporter, as bureau
chief and as assistant metro editor. Brian also worked at
newspapers in Port Jefferson, N.Y., and in West Virginia.
He joins Long Island University's Brooklyn Campus after
a one-year stint with Times/Review Newspapers, where
he served as managing editor of the Long Island
newspaper chain. In March, Brian was named Writer
of the Year by the New York Press Association for
2009. He also took first place in the column writing,
news story, breaking news, headline writing and
general excellence categories of the NYPA competition.
Fatima brings a wealth of
communications experience to
the Brooklyn Campus. In addition
to her position at BAM, she has
worked overseas at the Londonbased public relations firm TSI
Communications UK and has
served as a public relations
consultant to Ronald K. Brown
and Evidence, A Dance Company; Red Clay Arts;
and the International Association of Blacks in Dance.
Fatima has been profiled in Crain's NY Business and
Paper Magazine for her work in arts promotion. She
holds an undergraduate degree from the University of
the State of New York at Albany.

New Staff
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