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CHINA CENTER (GCHI) COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

 

GCHI 310 Modern Chinese History (2 elective units, fall semester) 

 

This course surveys modern Chinese history and the origins of nationalism.  Students explore 

how China transformed from the insular “Central Kingdom” to an influential member of the 

world community and a dynamic force in the world economy in little more than one century.  

The course concentrates on recent Chinese history and the relationship between China and 

the West including the collapse of the imperial system under Western intellectual influences 

and military pressure, the national movements in the wake of foreign invasions, and 

communist rule following the Second World War.   

 

 

GCHI 312 Heritage and Innovation (2 elective units, spring semester) 

 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the learning environment surrounding 

Hangzhou through a cultivated geographic survey. Situated in the richest part of the Yangzi 

Delta and along the 2000-year-old Grand Canal, this region, China’s most dynamic zone of 

economic development, has been a cultural hub since before Marco Polo’s visit here in the 

13
th
 century. Class is designed around excursions throughout the Jiangnan region, including 

some of Hangzhou’s best known historical sites, Suzhou, Shaoxing and modern Shanghai. 

Each trip will be accompanied by assigned readings and classroom discussion, with the 

purpose of seeing how cultural heritage is redesigned and promoted in the framework of 

international tourism and how traditional norms are altered by the market economy. 

 

 

GCHI 314 Creative Writing Workshop (2 elective units, semester TBD) 

 

The goal of this class is for you to mine your imagination, to discover your true voice(s), to 

uncover the secrets of your own lives in this culture of East Meets West while developing and 

strengthening your writing skills, and to reach more deeply into your own inherent powers of 

creativity and perception. The course emphasis is on individual student writing. Class 

discussion will center on contemporary writing and ideas as well as the issues of craft in fiction, 

poetry, and dramatic writing. 
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GCHI 317 Topics in Chinese Society and Change (2 elective units, semester TBD) 

 

This course will survey social and cultural changes in the past 40 years. The students will be 

challenged to understand what happened in the period of the Cultural Revolution and those 

during the post-Mao era by focusing on gender issues and family structure. Students are 

expected to explore the meaning and the significance of these changes within the structure of 

the traditional Chinese culture and from the perspective of encountering the culture from 

abroad. 

 

 

GCHI 325 Mao Zedong and the Cultural Revolution in China (2 elective units, fall 

semester) 

 

The course will survey the Cultural Revolution launched, organized and guided by Mao 

Zedong. We will focus on Mao’s theory on revolution, and major events and social changes 

that happened during the Cultural Revolution. The seminar will be lecture-based and include 

class discussions. Slides and films will be presented relating to the topics. Students write one 

response paper and one research paper during the semester. The aim of this course is to 

familiarize students with characteristics of the Cultural Revolution and Mao’s role in it, and to 

help students understanding why the Cultural Revolution occurred and its historical 

significance. 

 

 

GCHI 322 Intensive Mandarin Chinese: Fall Semester (8 required units) 

 

Intensive Mandarin Chinese is designed for the beginning students and focuses on the full 

range of linguistic competencies, including speaking, listening skills in Mandarin as well as 

beginning reading and writing of Chinese characters. Students will learn pin yin and focus on 

learning tones early in the semester and then move on to vocabulary acquisition and basic 

character recognition and writing. Students with previous exposure to Chinese can begin from 

a level corresponding to their proficiency. 

 

GCHI 323 Intensive Mandarin Chinese: Spring Semester (6 required units) 

 

This course is a continuation of GCHI 322. Students continue comprehensive study of spoken 

and written Chinese. The goal of this class is to provide students with the listening skills and 

speaking fluency necessary to communicate with Chinese peers, faculty and the surrounding 

community generally as well as a level of character recognition that provides the basis for 

students to navigate maps, street signs, markets and travel with confidence independently in 

China. For students with beginning Chinese, or for those who are already proficient, various 

levels are possible from which the course could begin.  
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GCHI 330 Ethnic Minority Studies (2 elective units, spring semester) 

 

This course will introduce students to the 55 official minority nationalities of China and their 

integration and development in the last fifty years, which includes the colonial and assimilative 

pressure applied by the Han majority. The focus will be on issues such as education, tourism, 

and government policies that cause the 'loss' of traditional minority cultures while also 

providing greater avenues for the promotion of local ethnic culture through economic 

development and connections with the outside world.  

 

GCHI 350 Chinese Thought and Religions: Comparative Perspectives I (3 required units, 

fall semester) 

 

This course is designed as an introduction to important philosophical, religious, and cultural 

forces that underlie Chinese perspectives and worldviews. The comparative framework will be 

an explicit object of study, as we examine the manner in which our own theoretical 

perspectives and cultural makeup actively contribute to our experience of Chinese culture. A 

consideration of various Chinese religious and philosophical traditions will provide both the raw 

material for cultural comparison and the context for a deeper understanding and appreciation 

of the cross-cultural experience. The course will include field trips, formal and informal writing 

assignments, and oral presentations. 

 

GCHI 352 Chinese Thought and Religions: Comparative Perspectives II (3 required units, 

spring semester)  

 

This course is a companion to the fall seminar, GCHI 340. We will build on the base of 

comparative tools developed last semester, paying particular attention to the way Chinese 

religious traditions and institutions have been recast in the twentieth century. We will consider 

the tension between China’s recent past and the current official promotion of traditional culture 

in the interests of nationalism, tourism, and social stability. The methodological perspectives in 

the course will have relevance for students’ independent cultural studies, both this semester 

and in their senior projects. 

 

GCHI 360 Chinese Arts (1 elective unit, fall semester) 

 

This course will introduce students to the rudimentary skills of Chinese calligraphy and 

traditional Chinese painting. This course is offered once per week for three hours. 

Chinese language background is not required. 
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GCHI 361 Chinese Martial Arts (1 elective unit, fall semester) 

 

This course will introduce students to the traditional Chinese longevity exercise of Yang style 

taijiquan, soft-style Chinese martial arts. While the content of the course will be determined to 

some extent by an assessment of the students’ abilities and interests, in general, during the 

Fall-semester students will be taught the long form with 42 movements. Spring semester 

students, again, in accordance with student abilities and interests, will learn the short form with 

24 movements, which is the Chinese national standard form first promulgated in 1956 by the 

National Physical Culture and Sports Commission of the People’s Republic of China in Beijing.  

These forms are based on the longer 108 movements of the Yang family style taught by Yang 

Luchan (1799-1872) to the Imperial Guards of the Manchu Court during the Qing dynasty. Taiji 

is a Daoist cosmological term that means “supreme ultimate” and Quan means “fist.” The 

actual number of movements taught to a specific student will be determined by the progress 

made through the semester. In addition, in both semesters, the specific style will be 

determined by the instructor’s assessment of the students’ abilities as well as consultation with 

the students about their own goals and interests.  

 

 

GCHI 425 Advanced Mandarin Chinese (5 elective units, semester TBD) 

 

Advanced Mandarin Chinese is designed for the students who study more than 2,000 

characters.  The course includes reading newspapers, listening to broadcasts and the class 

discussion that encourage the students to raise complex questions and to express their 

opinions using correct expressions and intonation. 

Offered on Occasion 

 

 

GCHI 342-3, 390-399, 423-4, 390-99, 423-4, 490-99 Independent Study (variable units) 

 

Students have the opportunity to conduct an independent study with guidance from their 

faculty advisor which must be approved to make sure it meets academic, health and safety 

criteria. The advisor and the student develop a learning plan for the semester and regular 

meetings take place to discuss the student’s project. Students are expected to hand in written 

work on a regular basis. Students may not repeat the same course number for credit either in 

the same or in a different semester.  Expected total course hours (activities and individual 

study and documentation): 45 hours per credit. 
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GNYC 340 Junior Research Seminar (2 required units, spring semester) 

 

This online required course provides students with the skills and knowledge necessary to 

research, organize and write a thesis proposal as well as a fully developed research paper that 

incorporates multiple primary and secondary resources that students evaluate according to the 

pyramid of sources and through critical readings. Students also learn to narrow down a 

general topic into a manageable project, organize it through scheduling, notes and interviews, 

and become familiar with the various ways of citing sources and avoiding plagiarism. This 

course is a prerequisite for the Independent Study Semester.  

 

 


