Instructions for LIU Master of Public Health 
Personal Statement
 
As part of the application process, prospective students have the opportunity to demonstrate their writing ability and to “talk to” the department faculty by writing an autobiographical statement and an explanation of their understanding of and reason for their interest in public health. 

The essay should be typed, no more than three (3) pages, double-spaced. 

This statement allows Long Island University MPH faculty to determine whether the student has an accurate understanding of the profession and the opportunities afforded by the MPH degree.  It is also a way to assess if a prospective student has the writing skills necessary to succeed in the program. Applicants’ statements are expected to reflect students’ ability to express themselves in writing. 

The statement should include the material identified below and any other information the students feels it is important to share with the LIU Admissions Office staff and the MPH faculty involved in reviewing applications. 

The personal statement has two parts: an autobiography and a descriptive explanation of what public health is and why the student wishes to pursue the MPH degree.  The sections may be interwoven.

The Essay:

1. Tell us a little about yourself: where you are from, what and who has influenced your life, and what is important to you.  

2. In your own words, what is public health and in what way is it a unique and essential profession?  Why have you chosen to study public health?  What event, person, or experience triggered your choice? 

3. What makes you believe that you will be an effective public health professional in general and a health promotion specialist in particular?  

4. Do you have a specific career goal at this point?  If yes, what is it, and if not, what possibilities are you considering?  What other careers have you explored or pursued recently or in the past?

5. What personal, work, and academic strengths and experiences do you bring to the program?  What characteristics and life experiences increase the likelihood that you will be successful in this program? 

6. Optional: What else do you feel we should know about you as a potential public health degree candidate and why? 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Required component of MPH Program application as of June 20, 2012.

