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Arthur Roth:

A Trail Blazing Banker
By Janet Marks

The bank credit card, the bank parking lot,
the drive-up bank window, things we take for granted
today, are just some of the services consumers owe to
an innovative Long Island banker. Arthur T. Roth's
banking papers and memorabilia from 1926 through
the 1970s recently were donated to the University by
his son, Donald Roth, a 1964 graduate of C.W. Post.
The story of Arthur Roth isthe stuff of legend.

It was 1934, a time when Long Island was
greener, communities seepier, and banks were monu-
ments to tradition. Roth, a high school graduate from
a blue-collar family in the Bronx, joined a foundering
Franklin Square National Bank and, as he moved up,
turned Franklin into a force on Long Island and the
18th-largest bank in the country. At the same time,
he changed the face of banking, by reaching out to
small businesses, working people, returning G.1.’s,
and fighting for new banking rules. Cherishing
plumbers as much as plutocrats, his countless changes
made loans and mortgages readily accessible and
banks user-friendly. In doing so, he financed the
homes and businesses that built Long Island.

With the same visionary spirit, Roth banned
smoking (as early as the 1950's), hired the handi-
capped, and fought for equal tax treatment for com-
mercial and savings banks. He worked for civic, edu-
cational, and cultural causes, and served as a trustee
of Long Island University from 1954 to 1976.

The fina chapter of Arthur Roth and the
Franklin National Bank takes on a darker tone. Roth
was forced out and the bank, under the control of fin-
ancier Michele Sindona, was milked into insolvency.
It was taken over by European American Bank and, in
what might be called dramatic justice, its consumer-
driven philosophy is strong and well and is carried on
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today by Chief Executive Officer, Edward
Travaglianti.

Arthur Roth died in 1997 at the age of
ninety-one. His legacy continues and, through
his papers, the complexities of banking, the so-
cial and economic growth of Long Island, and the
mind of a dynamic man can be explored by re-
searchers for generations to come.

The Roth papers are housed in the Center
for Business Research in the B. Davis Schwartz
Memorial Library at C. W. Post. To access the
papers of Arthur T. Roth, please contact Martha
Cooney, CBR Director, at 516-299-2310. You
may also visit the CBR Homepage at www.liu.
edu/cwis/cwp/library/cbr/rothpapers.html.

Janet Marks is the University Archivist. This article origi-
nally appeared in the Winter/Spring 2000 issue of the Long
Island University Magazine.
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What's New in the CBR:

CBR Homepage:

www.liu.edu/cwis/ewpl/libr ary/cbr/cbrhome.htm

The newly revised and enhanced CBR Home-
page includes a great deal of useful business infor-
mation. The Homepage provides access to CBR re-
search guides, book and periodical holdings, and
many links to business-related websites. The Home-
page is updated on aregular basis.

What's Hot on the Web:

www.domania.com: Wondering what your
neighbor’ s house down the street sold for? Need the
know-how to price your house for today’s market?
These are just some of the uses for what is claimed to
be the ultimate real estate site on the Web. Use Do-
maniato check current and retrospective home prices,
find mortgage rates, access property tax tools, and tap
into advice from real estate experts.

WwWWw.ceoexpr ess.com: This site has been designed to
provide a comprehensive, easy-to-use interface to the
Internet for the busy executive. You will find links
arranged by topic to sites for government agencies,
statistics, company information, investment data, of-
fice tools, and much more. There are also fun sites
for shopping and sports and links to the daily news
and weather.

Recent Projects:

From an | nsurance Consultant:

My client is the president of a small manufactur-
ing firm. | feel histotal compensation package is
less than other executives at smilar size firms.
Can you provide data to support my assumption?

The CBR identified comparable firms by industry
and size, and supplied information on the execu-
tive compensation packages at these firms through
10-K and proxy statements. In addition, articles
on current practices and an annua survey on com-
pensation by industry were provided.

Cost of the project: $350.00
From a Management Consulting Firm:

We need an overview of what’s been happening
with E-commerce and the fast food industry dur-
ing the past year. Can you supply the informa-
tion?

The CBR reviewed the trade literature for the past
year and found 16 relevant articles detailing
trends, products, and services being offered.

Cost of this project: $200.00
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